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MY DEAR FRIEND, the
very fact that you are
reading a leaflet with

this title indicates that you probably
believe that there is a paradise
called ‘heaven’ and that you are
wondering if you would actually
qualify to go there

You are right to believe in the existence of
heaven. It is a paradise for people ‘good enough’ to
be in the presence of the Almighty and Holy God,
the Creator of the universe. Recently, I had the
opportunity to talk to a taxi driver. He, too, believed
in heaven and we started talking about it. I asked
him if he can go to heaven. He replied, “Yes, I
believe I can.” I then queried him further, “How
does a person go to heaven?” He said, “All religions
are basically the same; they all teach you to do good.
As long as your good deeds out-weigh the bad, you
will go to heaven.” I countered, “You feel that the
passing mark is 50%, but what if God’s passing
mark for man is higher? Will you still be able to go
to heaven?” He paused and quietly conceded, “I
don’t know.”
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My friend, if you are not a Christian, you too,
will probably think the same way as the taxi-driver.
But  what exactly is God’s passing mark for
mankind to qualify for heaven? You will agree with
me, I am sure, that heaven is a perfectly blissful
place with no trouble, no unhappiness and no tears.
It has to be so, or it would hardly be worth looking
forward to. And the Bible does teach that heaven is
indeed such a place. This being the case, there can
be no sinner in heaven, after all, the presence of any
sin, no matter how slight, will spoil the perfection of
this beautiful place. If this is the case, then it
logically follows that the passing mark for anyone
to enter heaven is 100%!

So What if I Do Not Go
to Heaven?

Just as sure as there is a heaven for the righteous,
there is a hell reserved for sinners; if you do not
pass, you will perish! You will be cast into hell
where there shall be excruciating torment forever
and ever. The Word of God asserts this plainly:

Behold, all souls are Mine; as the soul of the
father, so also the soul of the son is Mine: the
soul that sinneth, it shall die. (Ezekiel 18:4)

For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord. (Romans 6:23)
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But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the
abominable, and murderers, and whore-
mongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all
liars, shall have their part in the lake which
burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the
second death. (Revelation 21:8)

Maybe I Can Attain that Passing
Mark on My Own . . .

If you still feel that you can make it on your
own, read on! Just as dirty water can never wash
anything absolutely clean, our imperfect and sinful
nature can never achieve perfection on its own. If
we are really honest with ourselves, no matter how
hard we try, we still sin. Every sin is hateful in the
eyes of God, no matter how minor it may appear to
us. Our righteousness does not even come near to
God’s standard. The Bible is very clear on this:

There is a way which seemeth right unto a
man, but the end thereof are the ways of
death. (Proverbs 14:12)

But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our
righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all
do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the
wind, have taken us away. (Isaiah 64:6)
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Does That Mean I Will Perish?
Yes and No! Yes, if you are trying to get to

heaven by your own efforts. But fortunately God
Himself has provided the solution. That’s right!
That’s the good news! God who created us has
provided the way—THE ONLY WAY—for weak
and sinful men to be reunited with Him. It is our sin
which separate us from God, and the penalty for sin
must be paid. God is righteous. He cannot just turn a
blind eye to sin and take all of us into heaven as we
are. Sin must be punished. But the punishment for
sin is death—eternal death in hell. And since we can
never become perfect on our own, if we land in hell,
we will never ever get out. It looks like we have no
hope. But thank God He has provided a way out . . .
He has taken the punishment due to us on Himself!
Jesus is God who came in the flesh. He was born of
a virgin; lived a perfectly sinless life; and finally He
suffered, bled and died a cruel death on the cross in
the place of sinners like you and me:

For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who
knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in Him. (2 Corinthians
5:21)

But He was wounded for our transgressions,
He was bruised for our iniquities: the
chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and
with His stripes we are healed. All we like
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sheep have gone astray; we have turned every
one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid
on Him the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:5-6)

But Jesus did not remain dead; as He would if He
were just a religious teacher. No, He rose again from
the dead after three days, thus proving that He is
God and at the same time conquering death on our
behalf.  He did it not because of our good deeds or
that we deserved anything, but out of His love for
us. He died in the place of sinners like you and me,
so that those of us who believe in Him have the
penalty of our sins paid for in full and are thus
considered righteous in the eyes of God. Yes, we
may indeed die physically one day, but our souls
will never die, but will be with God in indescribable
joy forever. And what’s more, the Bible declares that
even our bodies will be resurrected one day when
Christ returns.

Yes, friend, there is a way to attain that 100%
passing mark! Jesus is the way. The Word of God
assures us:

For God so loved the world, that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life. For God sent not His Son into the world to
condemn the world; but that the world through
Him might be saved. (John 3:16-17)
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Jesus Himself testifies:

Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth,
and the life: no man cometh unto the Father,
but by Me. (John 14:6)

Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and
the life: he that believeth in Me, though he
were dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever
liveth and believeth in Me shall never die.
Believest thou this? (John 11:25-26)

So, How Can I Attain This
100% Passing Mark?

The Bible teaches us that only God can give you
this 100% passing mark by giving you a new birth
(John 3:3). God works secretly on our hearts, but
you may know He has begun the good work in you
if you can say with sincerity that God has spoken to
you through His Word and that you know from the
bottom of your heart that you are lost and without
hope apart from Christ; but more importantly you
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that
He died for you. If so, my friend, may I urge you to:

Humbly CONFESS your sins before God,

REPENT and RESOLVE to sin no more
(Luke 5:32).
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CRY out to God in your heart,

ACKNOWLEDGE that you are a sinner
bound for hell, and that Christ alone can save
you. Indeed, PLEAD with Him for salvation.
Jesus says “All that the Father giveth Me shall
come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will
in no wise cast out” (John 6:37).

If you have done all that with wholehearted
sincerity, my friend, I must tell you that you have
attained the 100% passing mark, you have found the
way to heaven. You ought now to purchase a Bible
to read it and to join a Bible-believing church. But if
not, friend, may I urge you to seek the Lord while
He may be found. Jesus says, “Strive to enter in at
the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to
enter in, and shall not be able” (Luke 13:24). Repent
and believe the Gospel and you will be saved (Mark
1:15; Acts 16:31). Do not delay; you may not have
another opportunity to hear the Gospel again. Read
this tract over again, especially the words quoted
from the Bible. The truth of God’s Word is
reasonable and undeniable. Cry out to God for
spiritual eyes to understand and to believe in Him
(cf. Mark 9:24).

Dr KH Chan
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Life Bible-Presbyterian Church
9A Gilstead Road, Singapore 309063.

http://www.lifebpc.com
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